crakberhy glades 

OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY. 


The Cranberry Gladee are located in FocaUontue 
county about twenty. ljiHejS. from the Virginia border til a 
depression a.'aong the Yew i£ountaln s. The glades are a 

_J L ■■ 

former bog or swampy region which has oeen causes oy the 
raising up of the mountains about them and from tne water 


seepage w..ich seems to have teen fairly great. The glade© 
at an elevation of 3,400 feet, lie between Blacls fountain 
on the E a st, Cranberry Mountain on the South and Xennison 
"ountaln on the Southwest, Recently CCC boys built a 


read Into t-ie heart of the Glades off State Route 39 about 
: 1 ve miles rest of Mill Point on IT- S , Route 219 , 
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Cranberry Glades is the largest and most widely 
e *ircs in .<est Virginia. There la another 



*£io-iin Preston county but It is not nearly as large 
this one in Pocahontas county. 
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■ *' f from tnc r e northern plant 


a* This is pr abaci; 
the ice sheet south- 
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drain tilts region known as the Glides. 


The nlaitts chara 


cteristiC of the Gls Are, 


Cranberries, hawthorns, moss-lichens, orchids. Southern 


Chain Fern, Sundew, 


e aary 


tvs no 


tiors 
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In these glides are foind two types of Cranberries 


■» 4 * 


both of which are edible in variety, and of tne ss.nc 
apeclea as those In the bogs of Hassachusetts which are 

used cotn^erciaily- 


flV. 


he Cranberry gives nanie to the bogs or Glades, 


There are several trailing 



of the family (Va.cc in 


ieeeae) genus (oxycoccus) but only two are found la the 

of Pocahontas county, they are smaller {0. oxycoc 


cue) ar.c 



□.ncro carpus) 



are trailing vines 


Cf-rlr.g e nail evsr t reen leaves watch are dark 




and shining 



uous below, revolute at the ovate, lance 


“ * * * 'tlcal in shape and not more than a knlf 


Inch 
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na untiler-oe Lie for^Ln^ 
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borne on slender curved^a, 


which SUgG 


nmne 


c m n e 


crane , are 


P.bo ^t the slaie of 


aurrante, crimson in color, often spotted and 
>r astringent taste* 


an 


acid 


Although, the larger 


t.ie 


t.ifit Is 



smaller 


cultivated and used compere 

to produce finer flavored fruits. 

The cranberries prefer swampy or mart 
rich in peat and that is one reason we find cranberries 
in what Is known as Cranberry Glades in Pocahontas county 



soil, 


# 


. F 


Sphagnum, a gen is of the mosses, furnishes the peat. 


The 



land must be v?ell drained and we 


find that many small 

! 


streams rise in these glades and flow west or south to 
Cranberry or Cherry Rivers. 


Sphagnum, a genus of the mosses found in till a 
eg Ion is of the family Sphagraceae and grows in moist 


oirces or 



forming a soft, thick carnet, saturated with 





r. These are perennials of feathery aspect, growing 
at tl.e top of the steii from year to year. Some of the num- 

branches grow upward and form tufts at the anlees 
3 . the ste . 51 walle otners droop downward and envelope the 
lM*r portion of the stun. Each year one of toe side branch 


es grown so strongly ae to rival the main head 


t 


and thus 


•-1 J o t a forked 


hgMftriagS-A) .. the plan t. The lower- end of 



the at.* l. continuously dyi„ e n.ny, eventually forolna 



>«t, and tiu, free, t,.e lo*4r .„4, of the branch,a, which 


m 























thereupon start Into independent plants. 

differentiated by color and structure, produce 
organs, toe two organs being on tee sane plant 


Srjeci*! tranche 


t ,h e s e xu a 1 


separated 

m. 


Tae spore-capsule 


brans 


are global?r. 


with 


The small, translu 


leaves, like the stem 


have strata of transparent 


ea 


by holes, which 


are capable of abso 
ability to retain water has aene 


rblns arid retaining ra. ch water. 


Til 1 s 


the sohagfium 


very 


valuable to florists, who use 


it for packing bulbs and 


flowers, and forms a large part of the compost employed for 

^ ,B ’ 

growing pitcher-plants and orchid®- 


During the entire season Ordhids have been 
found about the dryer areas of the bogs and its presence 
is also made possible by the growth of sphagnum - moss* 

These monocotyledonous plants of the order Orchidaceae of 
which there are more than 13,000 known species and many 

m. 

thousand varieties are by far tae most interesting order of 
olanta of the entire vegetabel kingdom because of the extra- 
ordinary mode of growth and existence, tuerr great age and 
endurance, taeir curious habits and varied forms of their 
flowers, which are distinct from all other plants, fine in 
texture and of glowing and exquisite colors. They aru re¬ 
markable also because dfi their ready adaptability and free 
VieruiBflion of cross-breeding or croas-fertlllzation. 1 



la true 


natural 


practical cultlvntijn. This fact Accounts for the almost 
tndl.94& ¥arL#tl^n of flowors and dolors* 


C-ore will follow! 
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an 


queer snail needs 


sometimes millions 




unknown 


science f° r 


hundred 


plants arc known 


sprout 


T ■ —■ 


only in the presence of certain fungi- 


The flo*er is made up of several parT,s vrilc'o 
include: escale, petals, labellum or pouch, and column 


or crest, resting upon 


ovary 


and 


the 


stamens and 




The pi lien-grains are aggregated into peculiar 


rollen masses. The structure 


the fl&wer is a aodlfl 


?o 


*1 


:i of the typical tare-part pattern of the lilies, 

-it* five out of the six original stamens of the flower 


;;■» Buoprcseed also one of the stigmas Is s^pp^'f’Sfpn. 


labellun 


Is a modified petal, is as a rule the 


- 3 ct conspicuous part and is the most wonderfully con 
-tr-acted as - ell as the most important organ of the 


through the labellum 


when in 


re.irch of feet nectar stored insice the spur or ’raila 


and guided 


and thus 


-- ll*h the benefits of cross-?ertiliiation. It is 


in this *ay 



so many new varieties, "natural hybrids" 


■r- produced by the unconrcio ;s work of Insects, 


P ro Id a, Whlofc art distributed over a large 


r„: tt Of 



the EiriLem and Teatern heaiapherer 


are di¬ 


vided into t*o *»c*rai -the East Indian a *d the 


Iv-li A. *fiO 


VI, 



•"* then else vfi«d a C 


orriL i£, to 








thfllr 6 r03rt,il ***<* subsistence, as saprophytic, epiphytal 
anc! terrestrial. The saprophytic Incline varieties which 

grow In wet and marshy place* 2 .r„d =,re of little value ex¬ 


cept for botanical purposes, 'I'he epiphytal group which 

I 

is by far the most valuable and most Important grows and 
thrives best upon trunks or 11 aba of trees in -aid-air 


simply clinging to a single stem or snail limb. 


It is 


group 


too, which contains the most beautiful and 

;s and the most varied 


most valuable species and varieti 


colors. 


The terrestrial orchids, as their name Indicates 


for the 


are such as grow upon the ground and heve no need 
pseudo-bulbs or hypertrophied stems, w.Uch are peculiarly 


characteristic of the epiphytal group 


It is the snoro 


phvtee and terrestrial groups that we find in the United 


States. 


Those found in Cranberry Glades probably belong 


to the saprophytes class as this region la marshy. 

The G-r ass Pink (Calopogon pulchellus) and the 
Srtakemouth Orchid (Fogonia o phi oglosso ides) are fairly 
abundant, here, and when in bloom, the lovely rich colors 


of their flowers contrast them with, the somber hues of 

the background of mosses and lichens. A few of the plants 

of the Yellow-frlnged-Orc:-id are found here hut the burnt- 

or'mge hue of the ragged flowers, borne on splendid spikes 
coon flttrrtcto the attention of those who have the good 
fortune to Visit this region during the blooming 

Another orchid of this glide, exceedingly nre l n this 


season 










j* ts the little “Pw ay blade (tlfltera Siaallil^- This 

two-lcsfed dwnrf, ao small and delicate and hidden away 

beneath other plants, is likely to remain invisible to 
all eyes except those trained end alert for tne perception 
of unusual plant farsis. Its flowers are few, tiny and a 


dark oumle In color. 

m 

Hoe a-lichen is a combination of raoas and lichen. 
The moss (tauecO is a flowerless plant often gT’n^j.ng on 
rocks and in moist places. They help to retain the water 
supply. Under favorable conditions the life of a moss plant 
seems to be endless* The male reproductive orgaiie, anther- 

r* 

Ids, are club-shaped and contain cells which afterward 

( 

defelon into antherozoids, these when liberated niove about 
intll they come in contact with the female reproductive 


organ, srdhfigonlum. The fertilized, archesonium is then 
carried upward on a slender filament or seta, and now forms 
the fruit or capsule, usually closed by a lid, Tnen ripe 


and 


many s->e:Ie 3 being small 


the spores. The capsules 


hair 


* Milks, W ich rlee in great numbers fr 
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a moss 



on 


l e e contain from each of whl 


so*n 


t*#rt srowi In a fw dayo a tiny plant, the prototieuA a 

>f cryptograms plants forming with the liverworts 
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.* ausainm* or Bryophyt*. 


Hew ones are continually 


wringing fro* old shoots, ao that In bog* the tops remain 



*Lsg whit is the unc«r-lnyers die 

slowly b.an^,t Into r»e*t. 
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the dic ier oncii 



















The lichens, a fungus, attaches Itself to the 
no 5 s in Cranberry Glades forming what is commonly called 
mose-llchen but Is rightly lichens 3$ they are double 
plants, each niade up of an Intimate combination ■*- alt-.a 
and a fungus. The alga furnishes the food and tr.e fungus 
protests the alga against the sun*s rays and absorbs water* 
Lichens in 3ppy places form encrusting growths r roc*3 
and stones, on the at eras and branches of trees, on '"''ll 9 - anQ 
fences end on the earth. They are coo-.on in eve:;, zone and 
in all altitudes. They propagate by spores developed in 
various ways from the component fungus, but with these the 


partner alg^ must be speedily assoeint-d. Another frequent 



of multiplication 


is by means of bljodbuds Witch 


consist of a few algal-cells plus a separated portion of 
the fungus. The fruit e of these are known as apothecla. 
The lichens of which there ar- 4,300 known apeci -s my be 


grey, yellow, brown, greenish, blue, or black and. ii«ve 
neither roots or ste.is but have layers of variously shaped 
expansions called thalll . These plant- not Orly make t/ieir 


ohosen places if abode sore besn 
the way for 3ther forms of life. 


tlful, but they h*rlp 

Growing as they 


p- ve 

non 


extoied rocks and in barren soil they secrete an acid w hi 
dissolves the rock and softens the soil, and in ti±e when 


they de W and mix with the soil, they enrich it so that 

30re hi-hly-d-veloped plants can grow there 


l "<r e tc folf^o*) 
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in a ssDi 


away froi 


highways and ail busine 


this isolated wonderland 


umnistakr 



of the relatively recent history of this region, a once wugn ill cent 
rjruce-birch forest destroyed by lumbermen some 30 yeaTS ago. The area is 
nc *(according to Dr, P.D,StraiisbauEh,of the biological department of West 
Virginia university, one of the best authorities on the Cranberry Clanes, 
who has visited and studied it® flora and fauna) occupied by fire cherry, 
rhododendron and brambles with a liberal admixture of s pruce and birch seed- 
lin££,all cooperating to lay the foundation of another forest. Decaying 

- a. x - _- 4 

Stunps and loss covered trunks lying where they fell, still reveal something 

1 ■ 1, ** B *» I 

of the limgllttt forest that stood there In previous generations^ 


•Orchids grow wild in the Cranberry Glades, Stories are told that frots 


V7 different species are- found 


vho have studled plant 


v.<'re,h£i**vtr, say there ere but three different 

-Jr. ;truusbeugh In his article relates; «Drchids were 
thr.. ..r. repre seoteo. The Wutlfttl blossoms of the snshe-mouth 


abundant but, onlv 
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ccently the federal government 

. e rosongehela National forest. The Cranberry 
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., ;:ies of cranberries that are common in this area, is be ng 1 
• ••'-life eemetoer y. Thus protected again* ccmerclal invasion thi 
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area is 
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indefinite period of reforestation and protection 

cMtes and interest Cor succeeding generations* 

--^0 blades can no^ be reached readily jin guod weather, through Richwood, 

I 7 use of forest trails,over which automobiles can pass~by arran gements with 

the ’Jailed States forest service,with very little inconvenience* The route 

ct:rle< *he tourist or othervlsitor a short distance up the North fork of the 

;,-irry river, theac* over the divide into the Cranberry river valley 

ful f rjatural 3 cenic tfonders unfold themselves along an almost perfect 

■Her grade rout a, winding along the Cranberry, past beautiful Camp Woodbine, 

, tv.- r ; ,C*C ,c«tp at Crnnb. rry.This route passes T Dogway * an old lumber- 

lack's landmark,and all along the route may W seen the ruins of former lumber 

•t, v; fiUrwdi and log roads which first penetrated this vast area of 

wMeb * it hie. a radius of approximately one hundred miles. Rlchxood Is the lar 
•at populated cantar* 

’ no*,La the 'Hlaslng 1*lnk• of rtuto 59 which, when com 
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groceries during the period 1322 



>ur kunirea percent, on ary ^aae ana 
t; 1S45, 

r^rlns the winter 1852 almost all of the business, part of the torn 
wts ieitrbyed by flro* During the Civil War it was burned by Federal 
*-, ? s, sent free =everly f to present it being a Confederate depot for 

military supplies. 

: ftsr the war it again grew Into an important little town* Flour eh- 

f, ft * ptB ' 1 r au “ 

# *■ 

:rg stores ere operated by £aoa Barlow. Lourey and Son, Lou re j and 
Toyle. Ir-oroved methods of farming were adopted and the town took on ft 


more pleasing appearance than ever^bafo^a. 

:ne :f the principals hotels was operated by J, Williams, John 
r __ if ohn ~ c ld 8 B* Porterfield Wallace t I* C* Carpenter and E« Canp- 

Lon, but was burned by federal troops during the Civil 


bell in success 


it 


: ing '* a for many y- ars a flourishing business but In 1848 


licenses for aalooning was refused by the Court. This of course did 

"I!* 1 .' ftr -r | ^ ^ 

#wftj *1 tn KilooES in the county* 

3itMn 6 * RB an excellent business as there was =11C h 


r**pe. lring 


liileyg 1 shop stood ne 


ttm *=? 

;Icr* 

Creel 

kti ->* h*r 

• r. >p 
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rDU d and from three to four hands 
aerated by Jack Tldd., Later by wi 

*•>7 mil* artisan; and 0. t. Ginger in succession 
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fall end winter or 


also a thriving business, leasers '"arpbell, John 
inloyed several men and ware kept busy during early 

alien weddings aero in prospects. Iffeddlngu also 3 ava 




tbo saddles a good trade. It was considered good form for tne bride to 


The 


think 


have s new outfit, horse, saddle and bridle, 
he had zuch chance of success if fc» did not do his courting on a new 

saddle and bridle made at Huntersville. 
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:'ore About Crr.nln rr-y Erlfuee 
I*.:!? region surpflsrtr ail otners In tnPt ut 

furnishes a cuniimioue Eerie s? of surprises. 

It is generally known ae Big Glride being in ex¬ 
tent, eotie three hundred a ores, covered with a carpet of 
i.j fjt €s t lichens, low gZ-.rul e presenting a. multi-colored 

Si 

picture something li^e & patchwork quilt of gra-y } green, 
rore and brown. Tne glade itself is of an elevation flf 


about y f - «uj ft c t wii-ie tne mountains all r □ on t. it rise 
to about 4.000 feet. 


,/ 


-tro 1 species of slants are found here, 3uei:'oean 


(lenyvntaes trifoliate), tog fosenary (Andromeda gl 

S '±'6*V- (Coreera rotundifalia) Orchids 


auco 



■:?4T»e represented), l«n. fruited Juaeberry(Ll E 


al ld raie lr. Bfeuiv.ua 

- ap mrtaln holly (Ilex moatlcola). 


caasinoldes) 


iced 


Cn the margin of tele lor t . o glade i8 a . 
tone of set,-as, dulloniui 


and caret. Sack of the 


aid 


pw-ew and 


-iioa re 


ruid o:L 


g * * W * Q&> 1*■* £ SymplocprpuG foetlduc Df 


'■bore 


Verqtrum 


turn) 


nonkshood 


- r 




>ia ‘ l L " 04 0f -‘ ie nld **'« in tue tree acme 

tlroJ * * lth *» ^‘Wl Of v., 
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a vigorous warfare 


1 1 c L e 


In one place 


are sue 


„«ful and Balnlne S 1- ^ 4 1,41 

.r* avergrowlne ««» 11,08568 an4 


in another tne 


Ft 


lines- aoes^s 


1 nclud £■ ti-iose 


polTtrieiuB 


the else onlas 


th f lldiene. Lichens are found 




- e cfllieS ‘reindeerj^ 


eadily advancing th*r 

epecles as epha&nu m and 

1early predominate among 

r all thejtre es 
md the glade. 

mia rangiferina) 


near! 


and forms 



renter!? 


S*r 


js 


Its nearly white _fjo-ere anc ^ucTi to . 

legated color-pattern of the glade, 
y Trailing swamp blackberry Is found. In abundance 

orostr-te stems bearing a profusion of gloss. 





fid Its 


green leav 



makss some very pretty tracings on the dull 


:lored carpet of lichen a. 

Following Is a description of those plants not 

er rrtted In a previous paper? 

The Buckbean tVtenymthes trifoliate) is common¬ 
ly found in opemgy, boggy soils and flowers about the lat 
tar part of liny and early June. The plant has a pro cun— 


tr ■ l f r f I 

' V HP* * «r r 


. 1 • ’ ;i t a nclf of fron rlx to twelve Inches 


c 


■« m 


f f t*- - 



14 
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A> 4 ■ w V' u 
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tt»<* iniientns of the lenvep and n creeping 
T r t vos a:-' trifoliate (like t.vi**e of 


ciov*r). *tv. ebtuoe* ovate leaf lets. 


i hi' flower-stall 


vtntirwt** in a tfcyrvs of v.ilte flowers, roee-oolorec 
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outwardly ■ Tii® calyx 1® five- parted, the corolla fun* 

nel-ehapedi spreading a™* clothed on the Inner surface 
with a canting of dense fleshy hairs. The fruit con¬ 
sists of a one-called, two valved capsule containing 
miaeroa® seed, Tne entire plant, the root especi-lly, 
has an Intensely titter taste, and an extract of it ranks 
as a valuable tonic quite equal in its effects to gen 
tiRh. It is said to be beneficial in intermittent fev- 



trs, £OUt, liver complaint, drojgy and scurvy. 

Bog Rosemary, sundew, and orchids (see pre 


riaus paper). 

The 1 er t : e fruited juneberry (Amcianchier c*n- 

adeasls) soaetines known as Service-berry . prefers cry 

e)Ug and flowers from March until Hay, This Is a large 
shrub or tree, usually oucn less than twenty-five feet 


a height and rarely twice tuet height 


~-;e ovpI lc-"Vtp 


•ale/, alternate on the stem, are tapering at the tin 

“ JP* 

finely eaw-ed, ed, smooth like those of the pear 

hairy *.* young. T,*e flowers on long, slende 


tree but 


edioala, In spreading or drooping race ace with silky 
♦d'lah br*ota anang than, are pure w.,u e and over on® 

. T *3 Boo.ut of 0 five-ported, p.r.l,t, nt 


fccro# 



, five loii,., narrow U irl 4 oetme, 


tu 
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mA 


TO 


*' ft id nuaarout ata irne ln- 

witn t, 0 to fit# Style* 

























hairy flt %he l R6e f T_e fruits ure ro id, ct*I~£ >n s s^eet, 

edi'r:f P 6€edy perrlee r *ldi are n :-e in Tune rmd July* 
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, Jr .. Jv > ^;lL>- r a. lyih*l - - U I Wf -#■ - - 

The Il ountoln Holl y (Ilex monticola) —Hemo- 
oanthee Canadensis of Sray—a shrub of the northern 
ers“pe abaut six feet* :iigh f and 'ey no ie*. $ CO.‘fined to 
nuunt&.n^us reg.ons, since it is also abundant in the 
middle West, has euootii-edged, elliptic, peti.led leaves, 
r.eh-colored bark, smell, solitary, narrow-pstalled stAia- 

fcnate and pistillate flj™ re on long, threadlike pedicels 


from the leaf-axils. In LSay 


- 


In August dull-pale-red 


berries aopear 


The leaves o '* not *-£ 



r-6 t;;0£e 


of the European variety and tnis hilly ^refers swamoy 



■ ■ 


-l&cee. 


Tne s edges found here sre genus of Cyperaceae 


which are so-aetirties urea in converting ev-ajnoe into dry 




se are nearly akin to the grasses but 


sily 


cist l.ngui shed by their solid, unjoin ted, generally tri 

angular stems, unci viced leaf-sheath a, and the absence 
of paleie. Dry and rough in texture 


they furnish only 


poo rest 


nor with few 


exceptions hart they any other economic 
* "' u " f J -™ 1 here Ai-e dulichium cnrex 


uses 


Tiie tvo 


?iiore nre many a 
r or w nterberry 


it c rrv 


one 


<n« «mcUlH.) belong. 

































































to 


tot Holly ffirallv and floors In June and 


ef'.rly July. 


fhXB plr-.it i*= a shrub six to twenty-five feet In height 
-Itii 3 V.- 1 , iwf-efl,;e4 ( anrh green leaves tiering to a 
,t, ’tout or.e Inch wide, smooth above **:•- nali'y e-- 

'ifclally along veins “beneath. The small, green!en-whlte 

■ 

flowers ore In clusters, the staminAte clusters being 


two to ten flo 



ana 


5 the fertile ones one to three 


flo-ered. Beautiful bright-red berries, about the size 
3 f q T'ea, apparently whartled erounfl the twigs cover 


.? Tranches during the Ir-.te fall and early winter 


The -referred habitat of the bl*ck alder is 


AM. 



ewa.ips, cite; -e 


J* 
t ± 



-rows or low tnlckete. 


T/.e T.ite elder (Clethra. alnlfolia) lihe the 


blaefc alder pre 


z swampy nlacc? but itoflowera In late 


July and early August. This much-bran cued shrub, grows 


frao ihree to ten feet in height. ®he 



which fll- 


* m 




e on t,;t "ten, are oblong or ovate, finely scr 




and 



e the saddle at lenet 


, green on bot.: sides 



f " the bate into snort petiole 


s. 


The. very 


rrifnat, t ..it no «r* ^.loh a. e about one-tiirtl of 
i*® ■ lordii ar# tarn* in long, muroi 


an 


c Ut#, *11 * **l-*UAptd bract*. 
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4 H 


■>v, u ri*r ;t, clustered 
r flover* have * 


{ *iJX of fl\* ••pal*; 


and 


contain five long petals: ten 


woi-udtn^ a^AMnr *lto one 
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